In recent years there has been a burgeoning interest in the study of narcissism as a personality trait (Emmons, 1987; Wink & Gough, 1990) . According to the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual (American Psychiatric Association, 1980), the essential features of narcissistic personality disorder indude grandiose sense of self-importance, exhibitionism, hypersensitivity to criticisms of others, lack of empathy, sense of entitlement, and exploitiveness. The Narcissistic Personality Inventory (Raskin & Hall, 1979 ) is a widely used instrument for measuring narcissism as a personality trait. Using this inventory, some researchers have investigated empirically the relationship between the construct of narcissism and different personality traits such as assertiveness (Watson, McKinney, Hawkins, & Morris, 1988) , empathy (Watson, Grisham, Trotter, & Biderman, 1984) , and sensation seeking (Emmons, 1981) .
To investigate the construct validity of the Narcissistic Personality Inventory, this study tested the hypothesis that narcissistic and nonnarcissistic people have dfferent personality profiles, using the Revised N E O Personality Inventory (Costa & McCrae, 1992 ) which provides scales for measuring the five major factors of personAty, namely, neuroticism, extraversion, openness, agreeableness, and conscientiousness.
METHOD
The Narcissistic Personality Inventory and the Revised N E O Personality Inventory were administered to 188 psychology undergraduates (96 men and 92 women) in groups of 30 to 40 subjects. The subjects ranged in age from 18 to 54 years, with a median of 19 yr., and received partial course credit for their participation.
The Narcissistic Personality Inventory contains 54 forced-choice items and its split-half reliability was reported to be .80 (Raskin & Hall, 1979) .
The Revised NEO Personality Inventory contains 240 items which are evenly divided among the five domain scales measuring the five major personality factors. Each domain scale contains six eight-item facet scales. The alpha coefficients of reliability for the five domain scales were reported to range from .86 to .92, with a median of .89.
Subjects were divided into narcissistic (n = 89) and nonnarcissistic (n = 93) groups using the median-split (Mdn = 22.3), and the two groups were compared using multivariate as well as univariate analyses of variance.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
For the narcissistic group, the means and standard deviations on the five Revised NEO Personality Inventory scales were for Neuroticism 95.6 and 23.6, Extraversion 121.9 and 18.8, Openness 115.6 and 22. As compared with the nonnarcissistic group, the narcissistic group had a significantly higher mean on the Extraversion scale and a significantly lower mean on the Agreeableness scale. These results strongly supported the hypothesis that narcissistic and nonnarcissistic students have different personality profiles. Similar results were reported by Bradlee and Emmons (1992) . The present study supports the construct validity of the Narcissistic Personality Inventory as a measure of maladjusted narcissism.
